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THE GRAND CAMPAIGN OPENED.

The fraud campaign has been opened, and
Irith every prospect of the most glorious and
Kxnplete success. Wo have the intelligence
that our Army of the Potomac yesterday morn¬

ing had crossed the Rapidan, without serious
resistance: that General Lee had been com*

pttllod to fall back from the strongly fortified
position where he held us at bay all winter, and
lhat tbe opinion was entertained at Washington
that he would probably retreat to Richmond
without a battle, to avoid the danger of being
Banked and cut off from the city.
J We advanced this opinion some days ago, 1
And from the simple fact that fortifications to
liee are now useless, as he can be turned out
of them .whether on the Rupidan or at Rich¬
mond.by flanking him, and cutting off the
arteries by which hia army is subsisted from
day to day. The combinations of General
Grant are manifestly directed to this object.
The advance of his Peninsular column up the
Ybrk river to West Point proves it. The
strong defence* of Richmond are no security to
"Lee against this movement; for in the destruc-

fcv^n of his communications with the city his

.rttjr£ad th* city may both be lost.
' We say"a£*^Vtherefore, that we shall not

bo surprised if this campaign shall

112* only in the (etreaT"oF T.e£ vO Rich-
*

poufl butlo the rebe! evacuation of

and his retreat into North Carolina without a

|>attle. in order to save his army. But, whether

Selection may be to fight or to fly. we are

fident the result will be tbe same.the fall

If tbe rebel capital, and with it tbe fall of JelF.
' J^vis and his exploded confederacy.

But. decisive as we think this will be ia ^ ii-

ginia. the combinations of General Grant are

not limited to General Lee. A rebel despatch
Of the 29ih of April, from Dalton Ga., says

that -a Urge force of the enemy (Union).
Infantry, artillery and cavalry, attacked the

picket* on the Ringgold road this morning,
capturing ten an-i wounding several.'' which
moans that General Thomas wa< prepavlng to

strike. He has a splendid army and a month's

provision? wa'.led in at Chattanooga. T hi:

rebellion is doomed and the end is nigh.

1'HU SITUATION.
1M cui|m«h in Virginia la opened. Tlie grand Army

of the l'otom*r. U oo its oowarJ march towards Rich-

noQd It newer was in better apirite, better organized
or more hopeful o( success. We learo that tbe army

eroat«(l the Kapiaan yesterday without coming Into ool-

I talon with the enemy, and that General Lee has fallen

tMica from bM original strong poritioo, and aome double

are e*i>ree*a-J a* to whether be will risk a tight
tbtt aid* of Richmond. Meantime while the Army or

4bn I'otomac l« advancing towards tbe rebel capital from

the north, tbe Union forces are flunk iag it oo tbe PmIo-

¦uia Woat Point, a* tbe bead of York rlwor, waa occu.

ted by a portion o( our troops on Monday, and tbe rebel

| fekota there surrender*. We giro la another pert of

f\e paper tbe roeue of tbs impending bat i la At any
1 pur now we may bare tntelU*encc of tbe moat import

)t actio* of the aaure war

Ttie particulars of the eracuatioa, by tbe Union

troop*, and tbe mbMquant burning of Washington, N

C. , by aoane mracgltng marinee and Be14.era, are given la

bur coin oina io day. Wubington waa a aomewhat inalg
tilDcant town, With Mly two tboosand inhabitants in IU

pioat pa'ajr day*.
| We giro werf tally to day the report of the tub com

fnlt^ae of ( mfreu sbarcod with rarssti#ating tbe alleged
barbarity of the rpbai troops al Fort Pillow, Tenoeraee

It appear* that no quarter waa extended to tbe vanquish¬
ed, and that woman and children, tbe wounded and sick,
grere Indiscriminately murdered by the rebels in cold

^>tood, f>« number of v cnim. amounting to three hundred

|n all
) O jr daapatche* frem tbe 8U' oan-loati wiIIwjf yeitsrday

report that rebel guerillas mvie a raid oa ths railroad
)ioe, and oap*nrad three trans sod dstroyed f200,000
larortb of property belonging to tbs railroad company,
^.aterday morning at lileomlngtou Statioo, near Ptcd
|Dm t. Tbe damage to tbe road waa wery tMfllnr.
i Among oor "Vmtbern newt to day Is a wery interest¬

ing srticla from the Maoon tOtj Mv*?*, cpnaMtiOf
Ul'Oa a sp-wnh dellwered by the reSel \ toe T'rssldent,
Cleiander II Stephen*, bstoro tbe Georgia I/ginla-

ire. Il« wImt* are not regarded with r uch faror by
kbe Southern journal. Mr. Stejbmi rtasapprowed of the
wCls foacted by,the SoulfcerB Congrov rclatus to tbe

pirrtory, the 'military organisations and to tbe i-ispe*.
®-»n of the bai">aic«rpi:a. The speech is rsgardsd ft*

|»vmg a tso'iency to array the Georgia Logla'ature
Igalnet the rebel pore'Dinent upon all the {uastMns at

b"
Mr P*rrt itou!* Ua»« the trouble to d«ur >« a g^ti

pwfciidm to the Charteeten Meromtf, the report thai ha

InmM kio kkueV t wife ud Ml Ik* oonfP4ernoir-

U«M7« there li net a wortt Of Uutfc to toe lUtMMrt;
Ma it would not probaWj be a matter of Uie slighta*
cooeequeace if there wee.

eoienii.
lathe Seoata ywterday the OomUMh* Commerce

report* a MM to prevent amaggtlng » prorldea th|t
¦rter the lat day of Angwt nut th taimt ud

tfbcta or panaogera u4 oU other arttolaa iwli| into

the United Bute* Mm uj foreign ooontry ahall bo In-
! epected, and if a07 dutiable artielea aha!! be found the
1 trunk, valise or other envelope ahail bo ooalaoated. The

aame previaion applies to ear or veaeel, and also pro-
rtdea lhey may be released by the Secretary
of the Navy upon payment of ftne. The bill
authoriua the appointment of additional mapec-
tore at varleua pointa on tbe frontier. The Dense bill
establishing a line of mail elearners between the United
States and Brazil was discussed, several amendments of
the Seoato Committee on l'uet Offices adopted, and the
aubject waa then laid aside. A joint reaolntlon waa re¬

ported permitting Burgeon Solomon C. Sharp to accept a

piece of plate from tbe Brttlab government, in tcetimuoy
of bis services to two British officers ia tbe Annapolis
Hospital. Tbe report of tbe committee appointed to in-
veatigate tbe facts regarding the horrible butchery of
our troops by the rebels at Fort Pillow waa presented,
and twenty -livo thousand copies ordered to be printed.
The House National Bank bill was thon taken
up. Mr. Sherman odered an amendment to the
amendment of the clause affecting tbe Bank of Com¬
merce, New York city. It allows the Comptroller to close
the afTalrs of ttK< bank if at any time the capital shall bo
less than five millions, with a surplus oi twenty per cent.
This was adopted. Mr. Sumner moved a substitute for
tbe Finance Committee's amendment. It provldee that
every association Bball pay to the United States a duty
of one percent upon its circulation, one half of one per
cent on its deposits, and oue half of one per oent on Its
capital stock above tbe amount invested in Unitod States
bonds each half year after January, 1864. Alter some
debate, without coming to a vote on tho proposition, tbe
Senate adjourned.

In the House of Iteprosoutatives the bill to reimburse
Pennsylvania for expenditures incurrrod in rspoiling tbe
rebel invasion of tbe 9tate last summer was discussed at
considerable length. Finally it was agreed to appropriate
seven huudred thousand dollars for the pay of the Penn¬
sylvania militia, and fifteen million dollars to defray tbe
expenses of other States in repelling rebel raids, and in
this shape the bill passed. A resolution dispensing with
night sessions for the presont wa a loptod. Mr. Gooch,
from tbe Committee on the Conduct of the War, made a

report on the Fort I'illow massacre, and moved that forty
thousand copies be printed. The House tbeu adjourned.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
Tbe Blaaiushv Ocean Quean, Captain Tiokiopaugh,

from Asplnwall ou tbo 2Gth ult., arrived at this port
yesterday morning. She brings the California mails
and important intelligence from Chile, Peru. Bolivia,
Ecuador and tbo Central American States The olections
in Chile resulted In the triumph ol the governioent parly.
Vrom l'eru we learn that there were fears of serious trou¬
ble occurring between that country and Spain on ac

.<«pnnt of tbe inability to satisfy tbe claim* of the latter for
Injuries sustained by some of her subjects at the hand® of
some Peruvians. Trouble was also brewing between
Chile and Bolivia. The United States Minister in Chilo
bad tendered tbe mediation or hw government in tho
affair but it was refused. Tbe dea proposed by Pom, of

a congress of all tbe American republic*, was spreading
rapidly. Chile aud Bolivia had answered categorically
that they f accepted, and other republics bad favorably
received tbe proposition
The steam* Golden Ago sailed from Panama at mid

night, April 23, ror Ban Francisco,
The annual meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was

he d yesterday afternoon, Mr. A A. Low, President, In
the chair. A complimentary resolution to Captain Nich¬
ols was passed for his action in the matter of the recap¬
ture of tbe Chesapeake Tbe Secretary read a report in
relation to encroachment* on tbe harbor, which was re¬
ceived. A portrait or Ricliard (tobdec was presented to
the Cbsmbor by llorrla Ketchum, Vat\-. through Mr Wil¬
liam Cullen Bryant. Kosotulions wore adopted in lavor
ot the new telegraphic enterprise between America and
Euro;>o, v .a Flberia Behring Htraita. flic. An election of
oCcen, lor the eosulng year was also held, when Mr. A.
A t.ow was again elected ITesident. After transacting
s me further and unimportant btibino»a the Cbaml>er
adiourned.

...The Commissioners of Chanties and Correction have
rewarded a communication to Comptroller Mreonan
calling Ins attention to ao item of $4 ,500 looted in .he
tax lew lor own el fees on behalf of tbe Board T
r.imral' i-lonor* deny that »ne n.onev is due. as tbe Omm-
boI lor tho Corporation Is legally Swum! to conduct their
n.|ts. They also state that they have no knowledge of
inv such outstanding claims as this item pretends toSellTor. There are now 6.1<9 nm.W. c< the institu-
I, . .|o re%-n of twenty «.x for the weelL The num.

ailin-ttnl was 1 *.0». end the number disrliatsod,
transfer red or who <llet was 1 .205
Ihe teini of otlloe of tbo present Ts* CominlMkMOn,

j \r. Allen, Amor 3. Williamson and i. W. Urown^w-'

^ the 3d nst. , and the Comptroller ap.
pointed J. W Al'en, Sen*lor Wo«lr»*~ mtl C.eorge H.
Purser as the new ( oiiAwt^M^, «b> to k the noces

qary osthMM"» the ¥*^"*7 It appears, however, that
$F*Srs.'^vtlPam- -® 'n i Hrown rtfitse to surrender, alles

. - tL:«t the CUbpt roller has no power of appointment
u, Jor the flr.M <oct.. o' the . V pi .ed April 14, lHtJ
The Hoard of tt-bool Trustees or the Twentieth ward

were engaged last evening In investigating charces of a

very gr^e car, i-r. preferred by Dr. S- C*ro, again.
.Le'of tbe ..¦wale teachers in Ward School No. 13. It
aotiesrs a child of Or fare's, a boy only si* years old,
had been ou a v sit to the c unify, and returned last

i Tuesdav in time for seboot and during the recess in tho
middle of the day, bolore leaving the ciaMrootn.be got
.u,o s c nversatien with a little boy named GTmore on

the subject of whst be h.J scon during his visit to the
country. In dee-nbtng the numerous animals which
at t raited bis attention wh le thnre.be, with the s.m

pi,city of childhood, said that, among other antmsls.
he had s*en » w" *hllU ruJe c*P,#M">n canB#

t0 tbe ears of the teacher, who in a very
fcr.ua. manner, as He** "y toe father of the
bov took hold of him and rubbed his mouth full of

*,.0 from the effect of which the boy suffered very ee

verely Upo. the statement of Or. Cero. which was fully
corroborated by tbe little boy Ulimore, who witnessed

cannot clear herself of the gr«'» ctwkf«e l,r'"rr,d
her she will be punished by Immediate dismissal

«.ir*r'"S;tog, corner |ef Twenty.third street anl Hroadway iast

evening, Wo. L. Darling » the chair Tbe o«ly bueinem
of public interest transacted was tbe
meats for betding primary elections on tbe lMhdrifcr
to cboeee delegatee to a Btate ConventKm, wbtcb wtll be
beid in tbe city of riyrecuse o# tjfl HilHtfV - *'¦
Tbe l ong lelsnd BUtorinal Society held tbe ir first ad'

sual* meeting la»t evening. Cs^t^ts Ball, tbe Arctic
explorer, entertained tbs nieetidg by interesting stats-
menu concerniof ths icy rsgoos.tbe tnhabltsnU. and
Froblsber's ospedltlon. He etprs^sed the cipeetatien ot

leaving again for the North en tbe utb of June
judge rcXer i*sood sn order yesterday In tbe Fort

Gsnsevooel case compelling Comptroller Brennan to Issue
corporate si* per cent bonds to tbe amount of $533,T7*,
to consummate Ibe purchase of the property, by Mondsy
nest on pain of attachment. Tbe bonis are required to
be in sums of $1 ,0*> lb* frMllwtl .IB0UD,
of $774, and will be dated from February », I»13
The Waltou -Mathews murder case wtl up before tbe

Pupreme Court, general term yMterday on th» motion
of District Attorney Waterbury to sentence JelTlirds,
in accordance with the decision of the Oourt of Appeals.
The counee' Tor ths prlsinef interposed ao object ioc to
tbe procerdlnge on the ground that under lbs
merly in foroe aljeb^tfing ospital puoUhmeot the life of
the prisoner could not be jeopardised. The Honrt took
the papers sud teeeryed its dKisl-ei JetUrds wm not
In court.

A verdict of three lh»"Minl dollars flatnafs was reo

dered sgalnst a bun her named James Unmn«lon, in the
S ipreme Court yesterday for running ovef . «lrl named

At.abelft|l,»f»-seo, In the month of D^ember.lMa.
while the Jailer was crossing Day street, near Broadway^Th f oi^jftt l» be a vTarnlng to bmeber boys with fast
borses wot to make a trott ng course of oar public the-
rougbfares

In the case of Itrooks vs Graham, before f'idjC« Daly,
w hers the plaint B, ae as»»gnes, sotxl to reisiror Ibe vslue

L tt n-aj^s-sme irfrnn. 'rrrr bis "»eW4r W* tbs .*r'

and aoid at the instance of the drfeodaat, the Jarjr yester¬
day breagfet in a vm«Uot for tlm plataUf ef ft ,001 TT.
4i mUn has beeoeommenoed is the Oourt of Comneen

rtam against Joftn Memsaey, by a KukM un*4 Pablo
*. A*tou' u «wnr tweaiy-taree Uxmma* toUam,
wnica, U it aUaged, wu lout at the gaming table. NIm
tkoutfend tlnilen of the amount *. -'-hrV . here bee*
lom at fhntap laatmimt, lit the balaace at tbe de¬
fendant's heme la this wiy dartaf the ML
la the United sutes District Govt, before Jedge Ship-

man, the caee of the United Mates vs. the Hamburg.
Amerteaa Packet Oompaay's Usanmblg Bararta mi
brought up yesterday. Boom evideaoe «u take*, aad
the caee aajoaraed till tbta moraine.
Ia the Ooart of flaaafcms yeaterday Recorder Hoffman

discharged the petti Jurors naUl Monday next, la ooms-
quence of no oaaas being rend/ lor trial before that Uae.
The oeurt adjourned until thla morning, at eleven o'clock,
when a large aumbar of tndlctmeats will be presented V
the Grand Jury.
The trial of the Lawrence will case was resumed berer*

Burrog&to Tucker yesterday. Ex Judge Dean appeared
for the proponents, in place of Mr. Kullerton, and cross-
examined the contestants' witnesses at great leogtb.

la the Fullorton contempt case there were no further
developments yesterday No writ or order of arrest has
been left with the Sheriff to be served on the Surrogate,
as has been erronoously stated In some of the pai>ers. Up
to the hoar of closing his otUco yesterday the Sherifl
koew of no auch writ; nor has ths Surrogate bees ssrred
with any complaint for false imprisonment bp Mr. Fuller,
ton. The question of the jurisdiction of the Superior
Court Justices to discharge Mr. Kullerton will some up
for argument on the 10th instant in the Supreme Court,
general term.
On tho 2d of April eighty of the ooavicts in the State

prison at ton Quenlio, California, attempted to escape by
overpowering the guard. After a de<perate fljjht, In
which four of tho convicts wore killed and eight wound-
od, the emeute wa6 suppressed.

A decree Just issued by Ring Victor tlinaouol closes all
Italian ports, except in cases of strop* of woather, against
war vessels or privstoers, belongiog to a belligerent
State, having prizes with thorn
The stock markot was weak yonterday , and a small de

clino in prices took place There seoms no disposition on
the part of the public to become purchasers until after

| tho result or the approaching battle in Virginia is known.
| Gold fluctuated betwoon and 1TB<*. Money con-

I tinued easy. Government atocks were inactive aul uu.

changed in price.
The radical cbangos la gold oo Wednesday and yoa-

terday have still further unsettled merchandise, and
nearly all kinds of imported eoods, and many kinds of
domestic produce, are entirely nominal. Foreign goods
wore flrmly held as a general thing; but satire produoe
was generally dull and boavy. Tue movement m potro-
leum continued fair; but ttie excitement is rapidly sub¬
siding. Cotton was steady
TI»o Reconstruction or the Rebellious

State*.The House Bill.
The bill of Mr. Winter Davis, of Maryland,

to guarantee to certain States whose govern-
meats have been usurped or overthrown a

republican form of government," baa passed
the ITouse of Representatives by a vote of
seventy-tbreo to fifty-nine-.a party vote, as
between the opposition and administration
elements.
The federal constitution nays that "the United

States shall guarantee to every State in tbis
Union a republican form of government," and
Mr. Davis, in bis title, assumes that his bill is

a constitutional requirement. He assumes that
the war has destroyed the rebellious States, as

Slates, and that in reconstructing them and
guaranteeing theia "a republican form of
government" Congress is bonnd to remove
their despotic institution of slavery. This is a
n«w interpretation of the constitution; but we
travel fast in these days Iloneat Abe Lin¬
coln, in bis ITodge, or hodre-podge. letter,
honestlf confesses that in his reconstruction
expedients he has ventured to violate the con¬
stitution in ordor to save it; but Mr. Winter
Davis, in taking the same course, quotes the
constitution itself in his justification. Who
shall (Lecide when suCb doctors disagree'
The bill of Mr. Davis, assuming that the State

governments subject to tho rebellion have
ceased to exist, provides for a State convention
in each, nnder a provisional military governor,
to organ ire a now government. To this oriri,
instead of Mr. Linoolu's one-tenth, the bill
further provides that a majority of the popular
vote (free whites) shall be required in the elec¬
tion of the delegates, anil that all repentant
rebels below the grade of colonel shall hive
t'ic right to vote This is 3 decided improve¬
ment on Old Abe's one-tenth ide^, but, the
biU geolareg ths) iu this work of fTconstruction

any State the people Ujfireof must submit to
the decree of Congfeiid that ' involuntary ser¬

vitude is forever prohibited, and the freedom
of all persons is gftar&nteed in tho said State."
The bill next very properly repudiates all tho
rebel debts or scrip of every State coucerned;
and. fnrthor. "every person who shall hereafter
hold or exercise any office, civil or military, in
the rebel service. State or Confederate, except
tho office be merely municipal, or below the
grade of colonel, is declared not to be a citi¬
zen of the United States."
Now, we contend that the State governments

of the rebellious States have not been de¬
stroyed by this war, but that they still exist,
and that, with the suppression of tho armed
forces of the rcbellioo tlioso States, with their
local governments us they were before tbe
war. are restored to tbe general authority of
the Union Tbe constitutional way of treating
them would be to hold and protect them by
tho armed forces of the United States as mem¬
bers of the Uaion. but to leave the poople of
each State to take their own lime in re-estab¬
lishing practically their local governments
under the "old flag." and ia their returning
Repreaen^jvej^te Congress. Uoldthem subject
to the fodoral laws applying to all the States,
but give them, when reclaimed from rebel rule,
tbolr own time and their own way ia reorgan¬
ising their local nffivrs

This simple plan of reconUruotion would
save a world of trouble; and as for the instl-
tut ion of slavery, the oxlv way for its quiot,
speedy and complete removal Ilea through a

simpfc amendment of (lie constitution of the
tfnft?d States, al>ctishmg sfavery, and nothing
more, aa propound in tbe bill which has passed
tbe Senate. We presume, however, that tbe
programme of thin bill, wbioh Jl Old Abe's
programme revised ami improved by Winter
Davis, is to supersede tbe constitutional plan
of reconstruction and abolition, although
denying the negroes concerned the right of
suffrage Mr. Davis hazard* the defeat of bis
scheme by tbe "human equality" radicals of
tbe Senate. We must wait a little to s«e how
be gets on in that body ' Rome waa not bnilt
in a day."
Thr Cn i-wnh' Association Rkformino Back¬

wards.. It was stated ia tha Board of Alder¬
men recently-Hind we have stated tbe same
faois before -that tbe Citizens' Association,
which was fbrtned to refotm municipal abuses
and reduce taxation, ha* actually ancoeeded in
increasing tbe city taxes about a million aad a
half of dollars over the Comptroller's estimate.
The *0io4tat!oa pttoflsed to reduca tha taxes
three millions; and this, added ta tha million
and a Ualf, shows tbem to ba four millions and a

half lh hrrears. This Vi reforming backwards
and reducing by addition A prattor 9t re*

formers those ?oqUv ar«,A ifllewi.

laotkit Draft Tkr«»toM4-Tk« PtMe
* tke Cltjr Af«lalBDM|W.

There have bees rumor* Cor some dajri,
producing mach uneasiness, to the effect that
it ie the intention of tho Washington authorities
to commence enforcing the draft in thia city
upon next Monday morning. Poorly, however,
as we think of some ef the blunderers at the
national capital, we are reluotant to suspect
them of seriously contemplating any aot of
sack oriminal folly. It is known that very

| nearly all the United States troops recently in
our elty have been withdrawn and sent to the
front, so that only sosss few regiments of State
militia are now available for the purpose of
patting down any outbreak, In oasa the rioters
of last July should again oomo out of their
boles. Obviously, therefore, while affairs are
so circumstanced, it would be " worse than
folly.madness and oriminal provocation.to
attempt any enforcement of the draft
Our oity quota is now all but full, only requir¬

ing some twenty-five hundred men for its com¬

pletion, and these can easily be had .before the
end of this month if the present system of
volunteering, as conducted by Mr. Orison
Blunt, be not interfered with. Let this system
be broken up, however, and the obnoxious
draft made to take its place, and any child can
foretell what will, in all buttM probability, be
the immediate consequences. shall have
%aother riot, vaster and mere "dangeroasly or¬

ganised than that which in last July struck ter¬
ror throughout the country; we shall have an

army of twenty thousand men recalled from
the front, where they are needed against
the rebel enemy, to protect the peace
and property of Manhattan Island; we
shall have a panic in the money mar¬

ket, which the present delicate state of our
national currency is illy able to afford; we shall
have bloodshed in our thoroughfares, scores of
incendiary fires, and scores upon scores of
houses gutted and pillaged; and, lastly, the vic¬
torious army of Grant, in its march upon the
rebel capital, may be arrested by the tid¬
ings of an attempted revolution in its rear,
just as was the army of General Meade last
July, after the battle of Gettysburg, by the
news that the oommercial capital of the country
was in a condition closely bordering upon
utter anarchy.
We feel confident that General Dix is an

officer possessing a mind too well balanced to
make him a consenting party to any such
measuro, and we trust that he will use all the
legitimate influence of his position to dissuade
tho Washington authorities from the design they
are alleged to have in contemplation. Gen. Hays,
too, must by this time be acquainted with the
temper of our people, and should warn his su¬

periors of the certain perils that will, attend
any repetition of the attempts at enforcing
the measure, which failed so bloodily
and disastrously in last July. Let the
present volunteering system be continued,
and we shall have the last man of our

quota mustered in before the eud of the present
month; but let the draft again be insisted upon,
and we regret feeling obliged to prophesy that
not one single regiment can ever be raisod
under it, while it will probably require twenty
or thirty of our best regiments from Grant's
army to protect the peace and property of our

city during the abortive effort to raise men
ander a system repugnant to all American
ideas and to the genius and instincts of our
people.
The Great International Project* or the

Oajr.Schemei of Napoleon.
The organ of the French government In this

city published a day or two since an elaborate
account of the advantages to arise to the com¬
mercial world from the constraotion of a rail¬
roads be buil-t aoross the Isthmus of Tehuan-
tepec, uoder the immediate patronage of the
new Emporor of Mexico. It is. of course,
easily understood that it is Napoleon who
planned this schema, with the intention of fur¬
thering the commercial prosperity of Franco,
aod at the same time dealing a blow to the
American and English nations That this
Tehuantepec line will be constructed, and
quickly too, none can doubt, as all the resources

at the coiumarvjl oi the Emperor of the French
will be brought to bear upon tjiia project.
Ti:ose who caa tuunel tlu A'.'ps will find no

difficulty in building a railroad over the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The French organ
above referred to condemns the once favored
plan of Napoleon.a Nicaragua! canal.and
averts that this new schema mint become the
first care of Maximilian The Panama line
beio«* virtually in the hands of Americans and
English., according to concessions obtained.
France will oppose now all idea of a ship canai
between the oceans, and. by the immediate con¬
struction of a railroad, render a canal of less im¬
portance. Napoleon comprehends that such a
line of communication opened would immensely
benefit the commerce of France, as the articles
chiefly manufactured by the people of that
empire are in almost universal demand.
Having through this proposed railroad ob¬
tained a vast proportion of the commerce of
the West. Napoleon might oount upon con¬

trolling the trade of India, "to a great extent,
by the completion of the Sues Canal, whioh,
spite of the opposition of England, is 'fait
approaching completion This done, France
wonld take her rank as the first oommercial
Power in the world.
To avoid undue preponderance on the part

of France, it behooves the people of the United
States, of England, and of Russia, to tee to
it tb»t their enterprises a£ejjaorio(J out with
the lame spirit which distinguished Napoioon's
plans. Naturally called upon to aasjime a com¬
mercial supremacy wblch nothing but lack of
enterprise on ou* part can deprive us of. we
must, to retain that position, speedily termi¬
nate our great Pacific (joes. The Eoglisb, who
ever evince a determination to rival our un¬

dertakings, also oontemplatc a Pacific railroad,
to start from the British provinces; but, owing
to jts geographioai position, this line could
never compete successfully with onrs. The
same, bo*frer, cannot be said of the Tehuan¬
tepec scheme, wherebjr tfce Atlantio and Pacific
are to be connected and the resources of a

naturally prolific country enormously devel¬
oped We have no desire to stay the progress
of France; but we must rival her ener¬

getic strides towards increase of power
and commerce. Our advantages are un¬

rivalled; our enterprise should be boundless
Controlled by no superior will, Napoleon
can bring to bear npon the groat com¬
mercial schemes be has undertaken many
favorable ciroumstanoes, and oan, with the
means at his command, carry them out quickly.

, There can exist oo doubt that the prejttdioes of
the Frenoh people against ike Mexican lava-
xiao will disappear when they realise the plans
wttofc lad NyoUqa to .»<!«!£» ^

Tf .

ant step, and that he will than be fully upheld
in his violation of the Monroe doctrine try the
.enUment of hie subject®, who will be attracted
by the prospeot of fature coauneroiel pros¬
perity end en increase of the prestige whloh
France has gained of late.

Bpite of Napoleon's energy and determina¬
tion, his plan of a Tehuantepeo railroad
has one great danger ahead. It is inevitable
that the people of this country, when they shall
hare settled their Intestine trouble*, most
drive all European Intruders from this' conti¬
nent, as Maximilian and his patron will find
out to their ooet. It may, perhaps, be a part
of Napoleon's plan to obtain the guarantees of
other European Powers as regards his railroad
from the Atlantie to the Paciflo, by granting
them rights of transportation; but even then
the people of the United States must ultimately
beoome possessed of this line. Still, our great
aim must be to compete with this scheme by
superior enterprise. It Napoleon can construct
Paciflo railroads we must do so, and by fair
competition prevent aay undue control by
France over the commerce of the world.

> Tht Greatest Kaflclaa of Slodera Times.
* The Davenport Brothers are exceedingly

; clever miracle workers. They produce mani-
; festations, demonstrations, emanations and

speculations, and no one has yet been found
wise enough to deteet them in their wonderful
perfofm&noea. Heller is a very clever magi¬
cian He brings cannon {>alls out of hats, and
candies out of a glass of water, and seos every¬
thing by a sort of second sight. Simmons is a
clever magician. He makes a top spin on a

thread, turns a piece of paper loto a butterfly,
shows blood red writing on his arm, and offers
to cut off his head and place It on again if his
audiences demand decapitation. But we have

a magician among us greater than the Daven¬
ports, or Heller, or Simmons. His name is
Shin Plaster ChaBe, and he presides over the
Treasury Department.

Conjurer Chase makes more money than all
\ the reit of the modern magicians put together,

and be makes it more easily. Other magi-
cians have to hire a hall, pay for posters
and advertisements, employ ticket agents, and
go to work like men of business. Chase, on the

| contrary, simply touches a piece of paper, and
i it is transformed into one hundred dollars. He

touches a few more pieces of paper, and people
take them for a million of dollars. Crowds

I follow him wherever he goes, and everybody
is eager to get hold of some of this magic
paper, wbioh passes just as if it were real
money. Never was a trick so apparently sim¬
ple and yet so completely successful. The
superiority of Conjurer Chase to all his rivals
is shown by the fact that they do all their feats
and exercise all their ingenuity merely in order
to secure some of his money. Consequently he
must have humbugged them quite as badly as

he humbugs people generally, and must be ac¬

knowledged as their master.
Thers was once an ancient wiisard. of whom

we read in the Arabian Nights, who paid out
money that changed to dried leases and blank
paper in the coffers of those who aecepted it.
That was a shrewd feat in its day; bat we think
that Conjurer Chase excels this aacient magi¬
cian in one important respeet. There is no
evidence that the wisard ever transformed blank
paper into money, as Conjurer Chase dees, and
therefore Chase is ahead. As for the trick of
changing money into worthless paper, that is a
mere bagatelle. Many financial magicians have
accomplished it as neatly as the Arabian jug¬
gler. It is as easy as repudiation Jeff. Davis
bas made a great hit with it down South. Per¬
haps Conjurer Chase may be induced to perform
it, in a manner most astonishing to all con¬
cerned, before be finishes operations. But the
trick of turning paper into money in much more
difficult. Legerdemain Law failed In this, and
juggling Jeff. Davis lias rained himself and bia
confederate* by undertaking it. Conjurer
Chase stands unequalled in that department of
the art magic.

In old times there wits a magici.ta namod
Midas, whose stightost touch changed every¬
thing to gold. He is the only conjurer on
record who ever surpassed Conjurer Chase
IIad Clii^se taken the Hkrii.d'.i advice :tt the
beginning of the wat he might have boen
able to perform tb)s mighty transmutation.
But 4te decided that It would bo better to
change everything to paper, and «e be
wai deaf to our afgufflenU and our
warning'*. We are serry for this; for we
were very anxious th.it Chase should turn
out well and throw the magician Midas into
the shade Perhaps, however, we ought to be
satisfied with his present performances, since
no modern wizard can be compared to him,
aud we need say nothing more about the ancient
gold manufacturer, wbo wu got 90 much
greater than Colorado Jewett after all. What
is the use of gold.what is the use of Colorado
Jewett.what is the use of the Arizona silver
mines.what is the use of the Chevalier
Mowry.when Conjurer Chase can make more

money in a day out of a few reams of paper
and a little printing ink tban all the miners ip
the world could dig in a year's time? Chase's
pen is mightier tban Jewett's pickaxe- Chase's
presses are mightier than Mowry '4 quarts
crushers. Chase himself is mightier tban all
the gold in Wall street, Colorado, Cali¬
fornia. Arizona. m<1 the rest of
creation. :r

Until the advent of Conjurer Chsae we felt
certain tliatwe ba£ achieved some very won

flerM flrings with the printing press We had
made considerable money with it, in a steady,
legitimate way, and we had made a great news¬

paper with it, having no rival in circulation
and influence. But when Conjurer Chase be¬
gan to use the printing press as his apparatus
for his astounding featl we were satisfied to

{ay our taxes, look on and maTvel that so

ohelt and respectable a machine could be
made to play such fantastic tricks. The Da
venports cause ^n ordinary closet to become

accessory to all kinds of diablerie Heller
uses a common bat to bewilder and confound
the spectators. Simmons employs a pine stick
as a magio wand. These things are strange,
and yet they are confessedly Inferior to Chase's
matchless skill in ooining kales of money from

a lightning press, and manufacturing cur-

rency by a few strokes of the pen To
bo sure we shall all h ive to pay

j pretty dearly for witnessing the* experi-
ments; but. then, is not so splendid a show
worth a large price ef admission' The Inst

[ performers charge the most, ss a matter of

| course To be sure the people are obliged to
hand over houses and lands, and merchandise
and all kinds ef artiolea, that the great conjurer
may make use of them in his deceptions, bort that
iH usual at every sleight of hand eibibition.
aad the jnfjr di^orfpe* iaty* etWbiV»0« ia

r - 7-7 *.
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on a grander Male and requires pvte 0% *

jeots to work upon. Let us keep mi m*
until tho show is over tad the magician of tte
¦go makes his final how. Perhaps we

'

bare all oar borrowed artlolea returned to m
tbea, and can join in the applause when tho
ourtain falls.
**. People's OmtmiUb ai OtmlaM<
The publio are now watohlng tho wreutaU

of the Union armies with more than usual into-
reat and anxiety. Whilst General Grant tag
his assistants, East and Weal, an bnay marshal¬
ing their foreea for the greatest straggle ol tho
war, aad have oommenoed in a oontest that Is
not only to decide whether this war la to I*
brought to an early aad successful conclusion
or linger for years, but which will alao in a me*,
.ure determine who is to be plaoed at the head
of onr government for the next four years, tho
politicians aad President makers are equally
actively engaged la maturing their plans for tho
nominating conventions. Tbey are taking tho
opportunity, while the people are absorbed in
the morements of our armies, to paok the con*
ventiona and secure the endorsement of theft
sobemes, without regard to the interest and
general goo^ of the public. Thus the republi¬
can contractor!, shoddyites and officeholdera
are to hold their convention in Baltimore early
in June, and will doubtless nominate Abraham
Lincoln, the representative q{ (bit interest?
TJfeS »o-caUe£ ^Ihoclfatic party are to meet In
Chicago in July, and plaoo In the field an op¬
posing candidate. It is evident, however, thai
the revolution which has been going on slnao
the commencement of the rebellion has materi¬
ally interfered with the plans of the politicians,
especially on the republican side.

It will be seen by a reference to our columoa
elsewhere that a call has been issued for a

People's Convention, to assemble in Cleveland
on the 3lst day of the present month. This will
be attended and participated in by all the dio»
satisfied and discontented republicans and tho
war democracy. Tho indications are that il
will bo the most important convention of all.
When wo take in consideration tho action of
the republican Senators at Albany, in urging
the postponement of tho Baltimore Conven¬
tion, in connection with the response from tho
people in all sections la favor of putting tho
nomination off to a later day, together with tho
movements at Washington in opposition to
Lincoln, inside and outoide of the ball* of
Congress, it can readily be seen that the Clevo*
land Convention bids fair to absorb the baob- ,

bone and the real power and strength of tho
republican party outside of the contrac¬
tors and tho shoddy interests. A candi¬
date for tho Presidency will be nominated
there, like Fremont, Grant or Banks, who
can neither be cajoled nor baoked down bj
the pipolayers and schemers who are managing
the Baltimore farce. Its effect upon tho coming
Presidential campaign will therefore be of tho
most important character, and seoond»ouly to
tho grand movements of onr armies upoo tho
armed foroes of the so-called Southern con¬

federacy. President Lincoln and his ohiof
managers.Weed, Cameron and Forney.but
little imagine the strength aad power of tbo
men who have committed themselves to tho
movement for this Cleveland Convention, and
are secretly at work to make it a grand suo*

cess. As n State Senator who signed the ap¬
peal to postpone the Baltimore Convention
roplied, when be was shown an attack upoa ''

him and bis associates by one of the organs of
liincoln, "They do not know all that is going
on When the People's Convention meets they
will open their eyes."
Tl»® Ca«p»l|B B«fun-The Ureal Iwutl ¦'

U be Determined.
Tbe campaign that is to determine issuoe of

tb« greatest moment to this country and lo
Europe bus begun, and tho deeperat*
struggle perhaps already rages at oat
or tuore points in the rebel States. Uudst
the great commander of the war, and die* ,

tributed into several armies, we hare a
foroe in the field of not less than six hundred
thousand men, and thej are* to decide within .
few days one of the grandest questions that was
ever put to tbe arbitrament of battle. Drought
to its ultimate analgia, tho question to be set¬
tled is whether or not a republican government
has tho vital power to sustain its existeoo*
against internecine as well as against foreign
foee. Must a government originating in th# '

people, and deriving its strength from their In¬
tel ligence, inevitably fall a prey to tbeir quar¬
rels ' Is that result In the history of republioa

a necessary consummation in their history, or
is it only one of the manv aocldenta of national >

life, that may be overridden by a greater pea*
pie than any that have yet tried tho solution of
this great problem ? It is the fact that thli
question to the really great one now at issue la
our struggle that gives tbe struggle its Intense
interest with thinking men here and in Europe.
Europe has teen this issue grandly tried, and

the decision has always been against the vitali¬
ty of republics. Patriarchal governments and

despotisms were natural ta Asia. Her peopla
gathered, as if with an instinct of servility,
around seme central power that they could
look up to, whether in the family, in religion
or in government; bat tbfe men df infant Etf"
rope bad a stronger individuality, and only
aoceptod kings when they proved themselvsa
to be better than ather men. Republican got*
ernmeut, therefore, came early in EuropeAft
{jistory. and ander it Greece reached a degree '

o? development thaf madp fry ^he dominant
Power In the ancient wond, and enabled her ta
dictate terms to the unwieldy monarchlos that
wore hoary with age before her life began.
Greece grew and flourished wonderfully undef,

a republican system in peace, and In war over¬

threw all enemies Yet she fell through
d omostic dissensions, and passed undor tho do.

miaion of a foreign Powsr only when woakoned
by civil strife. Rome bad the same history.
She adopted the forms of Grecian clvi lieation,
bit titled thein with her own more rugged
spirit Her conquests were world-wide.
Sin had no neighbors; for all that were

near her became part of hor. I.us- *

nry camo with success, and then civil
dissenuon tore the Immense nationality
piecemeal Hor pontifex maxima* was poorly
tnvestied into a modern priest, and that is alt
thU is left of Rome. Only some feeble at¬

tempt* to establish a ropublican government
in Europe have been made since that. Fran;e
made one. and went wild with it. and England ,

ha.< made one; and Europe seems to feel satisfied

that republican governments uiMt inevi! ibly
fail .

r it tbe problem h again on trial, and on a

grander ssale than ever; and th* bravest and

most intelligent people that ever fried it h»vo,
not yet lost faith in the great idea In lU pr *o-

ttyai Uje Wei wjJ l bp ao^ at riyt b*


